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THE 
SAMIANS, 
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T was morning: and the prieſteſs ' 
L of a temple, conſecrated to the 
rural deities on the ſea-coaſt of the 
iſland IcaRIA, having performed her 
accuſtomed worſhip, went forth into 
an adjoining grove. She was attended 
by ſome of the miniſtring virgins, 


A whom 


{ 
whom ſhe addreſſed in the — 
manner : 


40 « How pleaſant, my daughters, are 
e the ſmiles of this riſing morning ! 
« The green hills covered with ſheep, 
<« the humid verdure of the -groves, 
the meadows variegated with fra- 
te grant bloſſoms, the clear ſtreams 
&« pliding in mazes to the ſea, the 
« ſparkling ſun-beams dancing on the 
e tremulous ſurface of the main, 
« with the warbling of wild-birds, 
e mingled with the bleating of flocks, 


«and the minſtrelſy of the ſhepherd, 


« convey to the foul, ſenſations of 
« ſerene delight. It is not a tumul- 
te tyous joy; it is a mild, rational 
60 * delight, congenial with true devo- 
“tion, 


ih 


A TALE. 3 


< tion, diſpoſing the heart to good- 


« neſs. For true devotion conſiſts 


t not merely in the performance of 


« external rites, in offering ſacrifices 
« with cuſtomary prayers, or in pour- 
« ing out libations with melodious 
te thankſgiving. The Gods require a 
& holier, a more exalted worſhip ; 
« they require the worſhip of the 
heart, the harmony of our affec- 


tions, and that we 1mitate heaven 


« by cheriſhing a benevolent temper. 
e For what other character have ye 
ce diſcerned in the Gods, but ſuperior 
power executing the deſigns of be- 


« nevolence? Such are the divini- 


ties preſiding in theſe woodland re- 


« treats. Inhabiting the hills, val- 
A 2 5 Lys, 
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* leys, and meandering ſtreams, they 


c 6 foſter and protect the groves, they 


« diſperſe the peſtilential mildews, 


40 they repel the blighting gales of 
« the eaſt, they impart moiſture to 
« the flowers and herbage, they pre- 
« ſerve the ſhepherd and defend the 
« flock, Te, therefore, who mini- 
« ſter in their temple, who preſent 
« pious oblations at their altars, be 
ce ever eminent for diſpoſitions of ge- 


e nuine piety, conſiſting in gratitude, 


00 and reſignation towards heaven; in 
6c truth, candor, and beneficence to- 
« wards mankind, Ye ſhall thus be 
« rewarded by the divine favour ; by 
cc the ſweet compoſure flowing from 
66 conſcious goodneſs; and by the 
« confidence and eſteem of the virtu- 


222 


4 — 


A TAI. E. 5 
«* ous. An opportunity of improve- 
1 ment, by giving exerciſe to the 
« amiable qualities of your nature, 
is now preſented. Ye know that 
« a fair ſtranger, in the prime of 
« youth, hath been ſhipwrecked on 
our iſland. The delicacy of her 
« form, and the ſenſibility of her 
ce temper, ſeem ill-· adapted to contend 
ce with adverſity, and ill-ſuited to her 
« deſtitute, forſaken ſtate. Anxiety 
« deſtroys her peace, and conſumes 
« the decaying bloom of her beauty. 
« Three days hath ſhe ſojourned in 
« our iſland, nor hath yet unfolded 
ce the ſecret ſource of her ſorrow. 
« Mayhap ſhe puts little confidence 
in our friendſhip ; for ſorrow is 

+ A 3 often 


( 


6 THE $8AMIANS, 


c often reſerved, and will not utter 
«, her complaint, but in the boſom of 
< ſincere affection. Let us win her 
80 confidence by acts of humanity, 
« and pour the balm of comfort on 


_ « her wounded ſpirit,” 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, they dif- 


covered EuryaLE ſitting beneath a 


ſpreading poplar, by the ſide of a 
murmuring brook. Her ſable treſſes 
hung looſe and diſhevelled; her bright 
eyes were ſwimming in tears, and the 
roſes on her cheek ſeemed decaying, 
She ſighed from her heart ; ſhe lifted 


her dewy eyes to heaven like one com- 


plaining: anon deſpondent, and over- 


whelmed with the ſenſe of calamity, 
. ſhe 


A TALE, 7 


the pored fixedly on the running 
| ftream, 


The prieſteſs accoſted her in terms 
of friendſhip and tender regard, en- 
treating her to unboſom her ſorrows, 
and aſſuring her of their willingneſs to 
alleviate or remove them. My 
% ſorrows,” anſwered EuxvYALE, ariſ- 
ing reſpectfully, can neither be al- 
« leviated nor removed. I ſhall never 
& enjoy repoſe till theſe harraſſed limbs 

and this throbbing boſom are laid 
« motionleſs in the duſt, Soon will 
« that period arrive, Thine will be 
* the taſk, holy and beneficent 
* prieſteſs, and yours, ye gentle 
„ nymphs, to lay my lifeleſs corſe 
= A4 in. 
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THE SAMIANS, 
in the grave. Ye will bedew my 


aſhes with your tears; ye will la- 
ment the frowardneſs of my deſtiny, 


« and the misfortunes of my youth.” 


« Alas!” ſaid the prieſteſs, © we 
are ignorant of your misfortunes ; 


you put no confidence in our friend- 
* ſhip,” - 


cc 


ce 


cc 
cc 


* 
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66 


« ] am to blame,” ſhe replied; I 
have offended againſt your good- 
neſs; forgive the wanderings of 


my afflicted heart; forgive me, 


and hear the tale of my woes. 
Though I now wander a forlorn, 
forſaken fugitive, happier days 
have 1 beheld. My father reigns 

« in 


A TALE. 9 

« in Samos. The pride, the delight, 
« the comfort of his declining age, 
I was educated with the daughters 
* of the land, and ſhared in their gay 
&« ſports and amuſements. Ye flowery 
* banks of IuRRASuUs, ye groves, ye 
* reſounding rocks, and ye valleys, 
e ere-while the ſolace of my ſoul, 
* ſoft ſcenes of my youthful pleaſures, 
adieu, for ever adieu! With the 
* maids of Samos, armed with a 
6 quiver. and a bow, I ranged the 
66 adj acent foreſts, and purſued the 
c rapid deer, One day, eager in the 
“ chace, I penetrated into the depth 
ce of an awful grove. Bewildered 
* amid rocks and thickets, trembling 
and fatigued, I endeavoured in vain 
-— MY 


10 THE SAMIANS, 


« to recover my path. A band of 
* pyrates, lurking by the ſea-fide, / 
4 ruſhed violently upon me; and un- 
„ moved by my ſhrieks, my tears, 
% and intreaty, would have made me 
their prey. But a young man, appa- 
rolled like a huntſman, iſſuing fud- 
denly from a cavern in an adjacent 
« rock, brandiſhing a flaming ſword, 
charged them to deſiſt from their 
, violence. Undiſmayed by their 
„% numbers, he fell furiouſly upon 
“ them, | and reſcued me from their 
« hands. He raiſed me from the 
ce ground, pale, terrified, and faint- 
« ing. Fierce in the combat; to me 
* he was courteous and reſpectful. 
« He conducted me through the fo- 


« reſt 


A AL E. ie 


#* peſt to my companions, They, 
« anxious and diſtracted, tearing ſome 
miſchance had befallen me, receiv- 
* ed me with tranſports of gladneſs, 
and beheld my deliverer with ad- 
« miration. Such was \Evanozs, 
* and ſuch the commencement of my 
* woes. His undaunted courage, 
“the gentleneſs of his demeanor, the 
& courteſy of his ſpeech,” and his 
« youthful form, alas | too comely 
« and engaging, left indelible im- 
« preſſions in my boſom But I knew 
e not that Love had inſinuated his 
6 poiſon into my ſoul : I was a ſtran- 
« ger to his ſeducing blandiſhments; 
« for no gallant warrior of my father's 
* court had ever excited my fecret 
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THE SAMIANS, 


ſigh, or caught mine eye wandering 


in amorous glances. That conqueſt 
was reſerved for EVANDER. By 
the winding ſtreams, by the rocks 


and ſhady groves, I enjoyed his ſo- 


ciety; for he often accompanied us 
in the chace, and partook of our 
rural paſtime. But one day, with 
a dejected countenance, he thus ad- 


dreſſed me : « Hard is my deftiny! 
fortune perſecutes me with unabat- 


ing rancour ! Adieu, EvgyaLE | 
we are ſeparated for ever. The 
wrath of thy father is kindled 
againſt me ; he purſues my life; 
he hath vowed my ruin; and burns 
inſatiate to embrue his hands in my 


blood.” Pierced with theſe unex- 
| «« pected 


A Da Bi 7 13 
« pected tidings, I flew to my father; 
fell proſtrate before him; I 
« wept; I ſtrove to deprecate his 
e anger. © Malice, ſaid I, and calum- 
e niating envy, have aſperſed the 


fame of Evans ; let him appear 


in thy preſence ; ſearch his heart; 
« he is generous; he is valiant; me 
« he reſcued from ruin: O Cuzox 
be grateful and humane.” But the 
« ear of CLxONY was barred to my 
« entreaty : he ſpoke of treaſon and 
dark machinations, and repulſed me 
« with unuſual ſternneſs. Mean- 
« time EvaxpEk, accompanied with 
« a faithful friend, was preparing 
for his departure from Samos, I 
« offered to be the partner of his 

« flight. 


is THE SAMIANsS, 
& flight: Excuſe me, holy prieſteſs, 
&« if I ſeem to have acted inconſiſtent 
„ with female modeſty and reſerve; . 
& Conſider my motives, conſider the 
&« ſtate of my mind; and you will ex- 
«.cuſe me. The preſence of my fa- 
& ther, vehemently incenſed, inſtead 
of inſpiring me with reſpect, awed 
& me with terror. My mind was for 
„ ever - haunted with the idea of 
« Evanper's danger and rigorous 
4 perſecution: I trembled leſt the 
« miniſters of Creon's vengeance 
«ſhould execute their inhuman pur- 
« poſe; and my ſoul, thus agitated 
« and alarmed, glowed with re- 
doubled affection. Separated from 
«. Eyanvef, I conceived no joy in 
| t exiſt- 
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& exiſtence; for he was gentle, and 
<< all- pleaſing to my ſoul; Would to 
heaven he had been ungentle! My 
pride would then have preſerved me; 
J would have fcorned his inter- 
<« courſe, and no diſaſter would have 
befallen us. But mark his gene- 
« rous and noble nature. When I 
e mentioned my fatal purpoſe, he 
<« ſeemed mortified and aſtoniſhed. 
« That thou haſt ſubdued my heart, 
« ſaid he, and that ſeparated from 
«4 thee I ſhall drag a joyleſs exiſtence, 
e heaven is my witnels ; but heaven 
„ forbid that my raſh ill· governed 
&« paſſion ſhould ſo far betray me as 
« to incite, or even permit me, to 
« encourage thy deſign. Expoſe not 

< thy 


purity to the malice of unlicenſed 
«ſlander. Me the fates perſecute 


— — — _ 


15 THE SAMIANS, 
« thy life to perils, nor thy ſpotleſs 


« with implacable rigour; and more 
« to embitter my misfortunes, I have 
<« beheld thee, and admired. Return 
« to thy father: the gaiety of youth, 
« the ſplendar of courtly magnifi- 


40 cence, the reſpect due to thy rank 
and merit, will wear me out of thy 
remembrance, and diſſipate thy re- 


« gret.” What need is there for 


„ many words? I heard him with 


« impatience ; I was obſtinate in my 
“ reſolution ; we embarked ; a furi- 
« ous tempeſt aroſe; we were ſhip- 
ce wrecked on your - iſland: and 
„ EVANDER periſhed in the waves.” 


A torrent 


. 8 Rs Ban | 


nazratjye, But the, Prieſtoſs pergeiy- 
ing that, her, apprehenſions were en: 


hex alanned, imhgiggtigg- englf Ahe 
ed to pacify her overfloij ng. ſorrow, « 


She obſerved, that her own deliver- 
ance. was a proof of Ev axpR's fatoty z 
ang. dipatghed, ſome, of the attending 
virging to, ſrarch for bim, along. the. 
neighbouring. thorgs. Shs then eng- 
ech into his condition; whether, Es. 
a native of Sam, or a ſtranger. w: 


ther, he was of mag or. illuſtrious . 


roo Fin Tau regfiech . 
"4.4, native of Savor 5, bug that. his 


family having incur; Mets royal di dil. 
re 1 + behad 805 are 


tirgly,.conjeturaly.the ſuggeſtions. of, 


I 


P 


j 
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of Crerz ; that he ever ſpoke of His 


family obſcurely, with W an- 
xiety and reluctance; and that, con- 


vinced of his itinate magnanimity, 


ſhe had never liſtened to the We 
of his accuſers. 


To this the prieſteſs made anſwer, 
Though we compaſſionate thy diſ- 
e treſs, though we honour thy diſ- 
w tinguiſhed rank, and applaud thine 
c amiable unſuſpecting candor, we 
« blame thine unw-ary raſhneſs. Was 
ce it well done, for the fake of a 


_ <« ſtranget, to thwart thy father's 


« will? To diſobey his commands ? 
40 « and abandon his old age to de- 
« * ſpair 2” © That refleRion,” ſaid 

Eukr- 


A TALE: 19 
FvryaLt, * pierces my heart with 
« anguiſh. CLron was tender and 
« indulgent. I was a beam of glad- 
« neſs to his foul, chearing his old 
age, and ſolacing the infirmi- 
e ties incident to hoary locks. 
« Retiring from courtly pageantry, 
« he delighted in my improvement, | 
r and inſtructed my heart with virtue. 
„O my child !” he would ſay; his 
& eye gliſtening with the tear of pa- 
« rental tenderneſs, © ſhe who gave 
te thee birth enjoys repoſe in ELy- 
« su; but by adorning thy ſoul 
« with wiſdom, thou ſhalt alleviate 
% my ſorrow, and comfort my de- 
2 clining age.” Ah me! I have for 
ever forfeited my peace; Ihaveaban- 
12 B 2 « doned 
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«\ doned his old age-toideſpair. Even; 
© now he tears his venerable locks, 


«, deplotes my degeneracy, and curſes: 


« the hour of my birth. Would to | 
heaven I had never exiſted l 


While Evnv Alx thus bewailed her 
miſconduct, one of the miniſtring vir- 


gins acquainted. the. prieſteſs, that a. 


ſtranger was approaching the temple. 
« Gathering flowers,” ſaid the vir- 
gin, on the ſide o that. verdant. 
* hill, and preparing garlands for the 
dc Altar of Pauzs,. 1 perceived an 
e armed veſſel anchoring by theſhore., 
« And, by a, winding path, leading 
„ through the, grove, an aged; ſtran- 
ger is adyancing hitherward.. His 

* hoary 


«beach, 3 with ſubmiſſive reverence 


A TALE. Ar 


* hoary locks are inveſted with the 
* enſigns of royalty: his gait is 
4 grave and majeſtic; but his coun · 
tenance ſeems cloulled with ſorro /. 


<--Soon as he landed on the fandy 


he bent his knee, .and:worſhipped 


the divinities: of the place. He 
'*ſighed ; he ſtood for ſume time 
* penſive, and then ipod a tear 


from his check. 


It is my father, cried :Evgy- 


IE. Protect me, holy prieſteſs 


6; counſel. and protect. me.“ $ Can- 
Ede in -ayrefricndlhip," the e. 


plied. '< With. due ſubmiſſion, and 


*<. with arguments enforced. with gar- 
"= 3 « neſtneſs, 
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neſtneſs, we ſhall endeavour to diſ- 
arm his reſentment, and mollify 
the rigour of his rebuke. Be thou 
duly obſequious to thy father; ex- 
amine thy heart; ſubdue thine ir- 


regular inclinations; and correct 


thy miſguided fancy. Above all, 
commit thy cauſe to the Gods; they 
can inſpire thee with wiſe counſel, 
and diſpoſe thy heart to a ſuitable 
temper. Mortals ſupplicating hea- 
ven for deliverance from preſent 
calamity, entreat that their condition 
may be changed, and that external 


events may be accommodated to 


their deſires. Better it were to 
ſupplicate heaven for diſpoſitians 
ſuited to their condition; and by 
< fortt- 


\ 


by 
Irtl- 


A TALE 3 


* fortitude and reſignation to adapt 
« their own minds to external events. 
This moral diſcipline, this genu- 
« ine culture of the heart, improves 
te our nature, and confers indepen- 


cc dence.” 


Mean time Ciro approaching, 
addreſſed himſelf thys to the prieſteſs. 
« Holy miniſter of the Gods ! I am 
« no lawleſs intruder; I come with 


„ no ſacrilegious purpoſe to invade 


* your hallowed receſſes, and pro- 
« fane the ſanctuaries of religion. 1 
come a ſuppliant, in queſt of mine 
« only child, who hath fled from her 
father, and hath been ſhipwrecked 
on your iſland, Where is the fu- 
B 4 « gitive ? 


f 
2, THE 'SAMIANs, 
gilde? the daüntlefs berbine, * 
-*re Beavis the? enteo theUeep, an 
"he Wrath f än injüred 88 8 
AM Rr Wee W Ane "for I 
v xanhot ie in" peate till T RnDN]. 
« the cauſe of her miſcbnduct; 
« till I have learned what inhu- 
40 Han üfage df mine "cold have 
4 "<\egthpelled her to beck Proceed. 
| } 5 W 06 


1 

| f „ Behold Gp maid,” faid 
| the prieſteſs. Her boſom heaves 
[| 7 « with'repentantſighs. O king let 
| aher penitence. procure” forgiveneſs ; 
: «for wh6 can lift up His hands un- 
1 i ſpotted, and ſay, I have never 
-« effec ?* Titreſted in the wee of 


«6 EvurY- 


F A T AUE. 28 
20 EükrAlr, Woſe . fferk dugenuòus 
* nattire Hath cnc fated bur friend- 
Hip, O-Ctzon'! we ddreſs thee 
"« ith "Freeddin, Haſt "thou not 
taken bouffel from thy teſentitient ? 
and given heed" to che infintiations 
of Uivy ? From thy daughter 
4 narrattve, her deltverer ſeems ge- 
er nerous, cadid, and intrepid. 


| ' king,” „ have deceived thee, The fon 


f Alis traitor, che bratich 
% of a corru pted Nem.” At the 


name of Al cmDS⁶ the pticſteſfgrew 
Pale; but endeavotired to repreſs 
and conceal' her emotion. Ar- 


„ es,“ continued CLzon, * Was 
33 ile 


— 


OO” —y-„—»-—- 4, — <4. ⏑˙— "_. 


- © the companion of my early days. 
Of the ſame age, of congenial 
_ « diſpoſitions, we followed ſimilar 
* purſuits, and reaped glory in the 
field of battle. Our mutual at- 
tk tachment continued long inviolate. 
* Repoſing entire confidence in his 
fidelity, 4 promoted him to diſtin- 
guiſhed pre- eminence. But ambi- 


N 
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tion ſhedding baneful influence on 
« his heart, corrupted his integrity, 
& and infatuated his judgment. He 
C endeavoured to wreſt the ſceptre 


& from the hand of his ſovereign, 


and conſpired againſt my life. But 
being apprized of his treaſonable 


* deſigns, I defeated their execution. 


« Juxo, the patroneſs of our iſland, 


« beheld 


ATA. B. * 27 
_ * beheld the impending danger; ſhe 
. * deſcended powerful from OLymevs, 
and aided mine uplifted arm. I 
* cruſhed the malicious ſerpent in his 
« guilt. His life paid the forfeit of 
“ his diſloyalty; and his adherents | 
« were exiled or diſperſed. All his 
children fell by the ſword, except 
an infant ſon, who was reſcued by 
ſome zealous followers, He grew 
£ upto man'seſtate an outlawed exile, 
eto be the ruin of my family, and 
* the ſcourge of mine old age. Prin- 
e cipled in revenge, he repaired ſe- 
te cretly to Samos; wandered con- 
| * cealed among rocks and foreſts; 
« and, ingenious in his vengeance, 
« ſeduced the heart of my child. He 
| « hath 


3. 
: 
: A 
\ | 
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Rüth 'Rabbed" me in the vitals.— 


Hut it is not the malice of mine 
'« adverſity: chat aMicts'me : it is that 
% Konvakr, mine omy ehild, on 


"whom I lavwilhed my tendetneſs, 


© Hiebſolabe and ſupport ef my de- 
dee Elning' age; it is that EukxvALx 
ren ffbuld betray me. Ol EUNYAIE 
is it · a ſmill· matter to over wyhelm 
«thy hoary parent With anguiſh ? 
To break my heart? To bring con- 
<6 tempt on my gray hairs To ex- 
* poſe me to the bitter ſcorn! of mine 
te ghemies ?* To fatisfy, on my head, 
their implacable vengeance ? And 
c ſend me to the grave with deſpair ? 
cc! For this „ have I indulged pleaſing 
dreams of thy” proſperity ? For 

A this, 


te this; haut I loved thes as my ſoul 2 
4 Formed thee: for happineſs? - and 
held thee: forth as a- pattern of ac- 
4 compliſhed excellence? I may for- 
give thee, and extenuate thine-of- 
«fence ; even the world may forgive 
& thee, and the tongue. of cenſure be 
« filent: but, Eux val, there is 
that im thy boſom will never for- 
“ give thee. Thou haſt planted a 
* thorn in thy heart; thy thoughts, 
* thine inward, counſels, wilh for ever 
e accuſe, perſecute, and; condemm 
« thee. But follow thy deſtiny, and 
« ſee if the world will prove a kinder 
e parent than CLeox, I ſhall not 
long diſquiet thee; fer I am an old 
„man, on the: brink of the grave, 

| O thou 
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« O thou haſt an obdurate heart! 


Canſt thou bear to behold mine 


« anguiſh? Is it ſeemly to ſee me 
« weep? To ſee an old man weeping 
« for his fallen child, and that child 

« regardleſs of his ſorrow ? I cannot 


1. 


« bleſs the. | 


« Slay me! ſhe cried, falling 
proſtrate before him; let my life 


* expiate my offences. I am unwor- 


thy of thy . forgiveneſs. Do with 
« me according to thy pleaſure ; but 


| 0 pierce not my Heart with up- 


« braiding!” He raiſed her, weep- 


ing, from the ground. Moved with 
her ſubmiſtion and melting penitence, 


he conſoled her ; and-with perſuaſive 
tender- 


tenderneſs propoſed her | immediate re- 
turn. She complied; and with the 
overflowing warmth of her affection, 
called heaven to ratify her conſent.” 
« And now,“ ſaid Cizon to the 
prieſteſs, who aſſumed an air of com- 
poſure ill - ſuited to the diſtracted ſtate 

of her mind, © To the Gods who have 
put a period to my woes, I will 
« offer ſacrifice and grateful libations. 
* Holy prieſteſs ! while I haſten to 
« my veſſel, anchored behind this 
« conſecrated grove, to bring the 
« fruits of Samos, and the exhilarat- 
e ing juice of the grape, ſolace the 
« troubled foul of EURYALE, and 
* confirm her in her pious intention.“ 


He 


| J 
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He: departed. But Eunxx EE con- 
tigued-peaſines her tearful eye fixed 
omthe ground, her, heart contending 
with fore. anxicty,, At, lengths: heavz 
ing a ſigh, Forego, idle heat, 

ſhe. cried, * forego. thy qiſquietudę · 
* ExANDRR, periſhed: in. the deep. 
4 Baniſh, him, for eyer from. thy re: 
membrane, interrupted th prieſt· 
els,, Dangerous will prove the me- 
mory of 'ExANDER, and of perni- 
+, cious influence ta thy epoſe. Re- 
“ member thine. engagements. to. 
„ Cl RON: were: they. not ſealed and 
„ ratifed by a vow ?” „ Alas! 
anſwered the princaſs, ye kh not 
« the virtues of chat gallant. youth. 
« For me hath his fair fame been 
| aſperſed: 


te aſpefſed : for me hath he under- 
gone the rigour of perſecution; pe- 

< riſhed in the deſtroying deep for 
« me! Never, O never from my 


faithful boſom ſhall his beloved 


image depart. He ſhall be pre- 
« ſent at every hour, and at every 


« ſeaſon. The flowers of the field, - 
« and every tree of the foreſt; ſhall 
«* renew his remembrance. And when 
« winds and tempeſts let looſe theit 
« fury on the main, I ſhall beat my 
* boſom, and mourn his unhappy 
« fate.” 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, one of the 
nymphs, ſent in queſt of EvanveR, 
returned with an account of his ſafety. 

C He 
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He lives! he lives!” cried the 
princeſs, © I ſhall again behold him !” 


i So ſaying, ſhe flew through the grove, 
1 followed by ſome of the vitgins; for 
| ' the prieſteſs, agitated by violent emo- 


tions, was unable to - counſel or pre- 
vent her. | 


« Now,” ſaid that venerable ma- 
tron, © let me give utterance to 


« my woes. Now let my ſorrows 


i &« flow unreſtrained. The widow of 
ul « ArLcinus, the mother of the luck: 


| IH 
1 ce leſs EvAN DER, hath ſufficient cauſe 


« to lament. O my ſon! the ſon of 
« an illuſtrious ſire, the heir of his 
«© misfortunes, how my bowels yearn 
« to embrace thee! to feaſt mine 


N « eyes 


_—— 


LTA 
te eyes in beholding thee | and in 
& thine aſpect to trace the lineaments 
te of thy father! Thy father moul- 
& ders in the duſt ; the tender, the 
« lamented huſband; lies cold and 
& ſilent in the grave. Bear witneſs, 
« ye omniſcient Gods! he fell by the 
r arts of envy ; his 1 integrity was un- 
& blemiſhed, yet his name hath been 
« branded with infamy; and the me- 
« mory of the dead rendered odious. 
« Grant me patience, O heaven 
& and reſignation to thy holy will! 
e ſaw the blood welling from his 
« oored boſom. I ſaw my children 
« inhumanly maſſacred. I was car- 
« ried ſpeechleſs from the diſtracting 
> che. An helpleſs infant, clinging 

* « t@ 
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« to his mother's breaſt, was torn 
6 from my embraces. It was he ! 


„ it was ExANDERI O my child! 
« painful was that ſeparation! And 


« have thy tender years been aban- 
« doned to ſtrangers? No gentle 
« kindred to ſuccour the weakneſs of 
« thine infant ftate! No parent to 
« cheriſh and protect thee! No 
« maternal endearments haſt thou 
cc known.” 


Here a coptous flood of tears af- 
forded her ſome relief. The attend- 
ing virgins were filled with awe and 
aſtoniſhment : they ſhed their ſympa- 


thetic ſorrows in ſilence, nor intruded 


on the ſolemnity of her woe. , 


Her 


EF TALE 4 
Her grief fubfiding, ſhe thus reſum- 


ed her narration. < Tcould no longer 


e bear to abide in Samos. Friend- 
e leſs, indigent, and unprotected, I 
> repoſed my ſole confidence in the 
* goodneſs of heaven; and retiring 
e privately to the iſland Icarta, I 
« applied myſelf to the arts invented 


« by PaLLas, and earned a liveli- 
e hood by the uſe of the diſtaff. My 


_ « firſt endeavours were to appeaſe 


« my ſorrow, and fupprefs in my 
heart the motions of unavailing re- 
« ſentment. Hard was mine inward 
* contention, and painful were the 
„ pangs I endured. Yet, by ſincere 


and frequent devotion, by truſting 
to the benignity of heaven, and by 


C 3 « employ- 
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6 employing myſelf in acts of . bene- 
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e ficence, as far as my condition 
enabled me, I eſtabliſhed in my 
& heart a temper of meekneſs, hu- 
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e mility, and reſignation, productive 


6 


of the compoſure I have long en- 
joyed. The ſanctity of my man- 
e ners, with ſome ſkill in medicinal 


a 


« herbs, procured me the eſteem of 
de the ſhepherds. And though they 
« were ignorant of my quality, they 
4 <« promoted me to officiate in their 
|} « temple. Much hath this holy 
1 « miniſtry contributed to my repoſe. 
« Engaged in the ſervice of heaven, 
0 I felt the divine, influence operat- 


ing upon my ſoul, compoſing my 
« diſordered affections, mellowing 
| * 
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my ſorrows to a pleaſing melan- 
choly, and by diſpoſing me to infi- 


tate the benignity of heaven, dif- 


fuſing through my ſoul the ſweet 
ineffable delight annexed to the 
exerciſe of benevolence. I ſolaced 


my grief for ALcivs and my in- 


nocent children, by reflecting on 
the happineſs they enjoyed in EL y- 
51UM, and by my hopes of rejoin- 
ing them in that bliſsful abode. 
But now all my griefs are renewed! 


All the fountains of my ſorrows 
are opened! My ſon ſurvives, 
alas | ta be perſecuted. He ſur- 
vives, but perhaps the virtues of 
his fire are extinguiſhed ; perhaps 
he ſurvives infamous and degene- 

C 4 nate. 
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THE SAMIANS, 

« rate. Hach inſtruction beamed light 
« on his ſoul, promoting his virtues, 
and impregnating his breaſt with 
ge wiſdom ? Or hath he been aban- 
« doned to the tyranny of ungovern- 
i ed paſſions, and the contagious 


commerce of the profane? Ah me! 


+ if his humble indigence hath de- 
“ graded the generous principles of 
& his nature, preventing the growth 
* of independent virtue, and debaſ- 
“ ing his heart with deceit, perfidy, 
c and licentiouſneſs, it were better he 
cc had never exiſted. But if he hath 
* profited in the ſchool of adverſity, 
«. preferving his probity without a 
s ſtain, and fortifying his mind with 
« manly reſolution, heaven will in- 

terpoſe 


A TALE. 4 
* terpoſe in his favour, and miti- 
« pate the ſeverity of his lot. Yet 
« a little while will I do violence to 
my affection, and till I have pene- 


“ trated his character, and ſcanned 


« the features of his mind, I will 
<« canceal myſelf from his knowledge. 
„May heaven enable me to perſevere 
with reſolution and conſtancy in 
this perilous trial. O heaven! on 
« this important trial depends my 
« happineſs or utter miſery ! 


Searcely had the prieſteſs ended, 
and wiped ſome remaining tears from 
her cheek, when Evanps drew nigh 
the temple. Having accidentally met 
fome of CLxon's attendants, he was 

told 
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told that EuxYaLE, having eſcaped | 
the- ſhipwreck, was reconciled to her 
father, and was now embarking for 
Samos. This intelligence having caft 
him into an agony of contending paſ- 
ſions, his firſt reſolution was to reco- 
yer the princeſs, or periſh in the at- 
tempt. But a moment's recollection 
determined him to a different proce- 
dure. And the conſecrated grove be- 
ing of conſiderable extent, covering 
ſome little hills, and perplexed with 
a variety of intr.cate mazes, he had 
miſſed EvuRYALE, who continued her 
ſearch through the vale. He was ac- 
companied by a young man, the com- 
panion of his adventures. Advanc- 
ing to the prieſteſs, his greeting was 

expreſſed 
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43 
expreſſed with reverence, and his aſ- 
pect wore the ſemblance of reſpectful 
modeſty, 8 : 13 17 | 


5d figs. amet; apc 

I come,” ſaid he, “ to prefer 
« thankſgiving and ſupplications in 
e this holy temple, and bind myſelf 
* with a ſolemn yow.” © Your inten- 
& tion is pious,” replied the prieſteſs. 
% But yows, though ſometimes ne- 
4 ceſlary, are often raſh, Beware of | 
e calling heaven to witneſs,” till you 
« hayeweighed maturely the reaſons of 
t your proceeding, and are convinced 
© upon rational grounds of its expe- 
te diency. Reflect on the reverence 
* due to the rulers of the univerſe ; 
te reflect that the human mind and 

external 


| 
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« external circumſtances are conſtant- 
« ly changing. Purge thy foul from 
« every violent emotion. Reſolu- 
« tions founded upon paſſion are 
« tranſient ; they diſappear when the 
internal tumult ſubfides ; they va- 
« niſh when the mind reſumes her 
« ſerenity, and leave no traces of 
« their exiſtence. So the gay colours, 
impreſſed on the boſom of a watery 
« cloud, ſhining for a time, and ex- 
« hibiting the moſt perfect ſymme- 
« try, are diſſipated with the falling 
« ſhower, and diſperſed with the 
& ſcattered vapours. My office au- 
« thorizes me to enquire into the na- 
« ture and motives of your reſolu- 
tion, before I conſent to its rati- 
4 fication 
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« fication by a folemn calling of the 
« Gods to witneſs.” 


_ EvanDER, in return, gave a brief 
account of his parentage, and of the 
diſaſters of his father's houſe. He 

narrated how ſome faithful adherents 
reſcued him from the rage of CLeon, 
and entruſted him to ſome CRE HAN 
mariners; and that the maſter of the 
veſſel, fearing the Gods, and moved 
with compaiſion for his helpleſs in- 
fancy, committed him to the care of 
his kinſman, who poſſeſſed herds and 
flocks in a flowery vale of Mount 
Ida. The natives of that ſequeſ- 
<« tered retreat,” continued Evan- 
' DER, © were diſtinguiſhed for the pri- 
4 c mitive 
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<«' mitive ſimplicity of their manners! 
« and renewed the memory of the | 
ce golden age. Free from avarice and 

4 ambition, they lived innocent” of 

« the crimes flowing from theſe mas 


ce lignant paſſions: Here, in the 
« vales, and on the ſunny hills, I 
te paſtured my flock, and enjoyed 
« every rural paſtime. But in pro- 
« ceſs of time, having learned the 
« hiſtory of my parentage, and of the 
« ruin of my father's houſe, painful 
« reflections aroſe, and gave birth to 
“ corroding anxiety. Yetit was neither 
pride nor ambition, nor the deſire 
« of wealth, that occaſioned my diſ- 
« quietude. Accuſtomed to the pure 
$ ns of the paſtoral life, I felt no 

« longings 
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“ Jongings after the fame of pre- 
« eminence; for care haunts the 
% manſions of grandeur, and vice is 
« the attendant of luxury. But 1 
« was ignorant of the fate of Ar- 
« THEA, of her who gave me! birth; 
« I knew not whether ſhe periſhed 
6 with ALcinus, or ſurvived the 
« wreck of her ruined family. - My 
« heart pined with. arixiety leſt her 
« widowed, unprotected old age, 
« ſhould fall a prey to unrelenting 
& oppreſſion. Mayhap, ſaid I, re- 
« duced to indigence and contempt, 
« ſhe ſuffers the inſults and injuries of 
« anevil world: no huſband to pro- 
<« tect her! no child to afford her 
relief! Sighing unpitied, uncon- 
s “ ſoled, 


f 
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« ſoled, over the remembrance of her 
former proſperity '! Languiſhing 
&« perchance, friendleſs, and unreliev- 
ed, on a ſick-bed! Sinking in 
<. ſorrow to the grave | none to com- 
<« fort her deſponding ſpirit! to 
« receive her parting ſigh, and per- 
« form due obſequies to her remains! 
« Ye glades, ye gloomy groves of 
« Mount Ipa, ye have witneſſed my 
< lamentation, ye have heard my 
< complaint. Wandering on the 
lonely mountain, or laid ſorrowful 
by a murmuring ſtream, I poured 
* forth my ſoul in ſecret, and in- 
% dulged the anguiſh of my heart. 
< Often exhauſted with grief, ſleep 
„ hath overſhadowed: me; and vi- 

5 _< ſions 
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ions of my parents ſorrow for ever 
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<«<- haunted my repoſe. Thus afflicted, I 
determined, at all hazards, to make 
< enquiry into her condition. I re- 
<« paired ſecretly to Samos, with the 
4 friend and promoter of my voyage, 
« and offered ſacrifice to FJoxo, the 
* tutelar goddeſs of the Saran: 
but my labours were all ineffectual. 
« With ſhame, holy prieſteſs, I pur- 
< fac the ſequel of my narrative; 
« and with confufion- rehearſe the 


« weakneſs of my infatuated heart. 
Could ye believe that the daughter 


of CLzon, the daughter of mine 
« adverſary, of him who ſpilt the 
« blood of Arcinus, and expoſed 
& ALiTREA to the ſorrows of widow- 

| D « hood, 


b | 
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© hood, could have kindled love in 
my breaſt? But ſhe was beaute: 
t ous as the beam of the morning; 
« ſhe was mild, - modeſt, and inge- 
« nuous ; and more to enflame my 
„ -paſſion, her own heart glowed with 
% reciprocal tenderneſs. O fatal paf- 


19 « ſion !] ſource of diſquietude and 
4 * endleſs ſorrow | For me ſhe in- 
1 curred the wrath of her father; 
| i « for me became a fugitive ; expoſed 
[14 C her life to the perils of ſhipwreck, 
[ 4 “and her unſullied fame to reproach. 
1 « Her' ſufferings afflict me; there- 


fore mark my deſign. Cx EON hath 
c arrived in IcARIA; he is reconciled 
„to EuxvalE, who, perſuaded of 
% my death, or yielding to the au- 
, A thority 
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c thority of her parent, is now em- 


e barking for Samos. My reaſon, 
* moreover, convinces me, that our 


cc mutual repoſe, if Ever 1 ſhall en- 2 


joy repoſe, depends on our ſepara- 


tion; for unſurmountable obſtacles 
«< are oppoſed to our union. Yet my 
« heart rebels. O think what it is 
<« to eradicate a powerful paſſion ! 
© to be for ever baniſhed from the 
«« pleaſing object of my affection ! na 


* more, alas, to hear her ſweet con- 


« verſation, nor dwell on her en- 
<« chanting ſmile My intention, 
« therefore, is to call heaven to the 
" aſſiſtance of reaſon ; and purpoſing 
6. to renounce EvRYALE,. to ratify 
my deſign with a vow.” 


D 2 « Iam 
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I am not a ſtranger,” anſwered 
Atta, to the commencement 
&« of your paſſion. It was unfortu- 
« nate, but you are excuſable. The 
ec merit of EvxYALE is unqueſtioned. 
« The circumſtances of your , firft 
« meeting were ſingular, and tended 
to furprize affection. Nor is the 
4 heart, when forrowful and deject- 
« ed, inſenſible to the impreſſions of 
love, or indiſpoſed to its tender 
& blandiſhment. It finds relief in 
te the change, and indulges in the 
« new-born paſſion. But one diffi- 
« culty muſt be removed: Is it con- 
« ſiſtent that a ſhepherd-boy ſhould 
c reaſon with acute diſcernment, and 
= obierye with deep penetration ? 
ws j - « Who 


e 
. a eas cc 
ys: i 


To this Evanper replied, * In 
« the winding valleys, and peaceful 


. retreats of ſolitude, hoary-headed 


< ſhepherds converſe with wiſdom. 
< Eminent for the probity of their 
« hearts, and the ſimplicity of their 
« manners, they are admitted to the 


- « ſecret receſſes and dripping caves 


« of the Dxrvyans, OrexDs, and 
« Nymphs of the current ftreams. 
« Thus their minds are exalted by 
« ſublime converſation ; and by 
« ſtrains of celeftial melody, their 
« deſires are purified and harmo- 
„ nized. They are killed in the 

D 3 « yirtues | 


„ 4 
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| 1 « virtues'of every herb in the foreſt; 
| 1 e and of every bloſſom that enamels 
| | q <« the vale. They know the qualities 
| t | j * of every fountain flowing from the 
| J i creviced rock. But above all, 
l | | they are inſtructed in the true eſti- 
1 s mate of human enjoyments, and 
1 « learn to put a proper value on 
i ; 14 every object of our purſuits. Thus 
1 « they know what deſires may be 
1 « gratifed, what habits may be con- 


. 

* 

'F 

* 

SET; 

. 
5 


4 tracted, and what propenſities re- 
<« ceive encouragement, Happily for 
« me theſe venerable ſages had com- 


e paſſion on my orphan ſtate ; they 
found me docile, and infuſed wiſ- 
dom into my ſoul. Retiring to the 
lonely valley, I have liſtened with 
< rapture 
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* rapture to their moral diſcourſe: 
They compared Ambition to a rag- 
40 ing torrent, ſwelled with deſcend- 
ing rains, deluging the flowery 
< paſtures, and deſtroying the golden 
« harveſts. They compared Envy, 
Malice, and their pernicious effects 
in poiſoning the heart, and cor- 
% rupting every opening of affec- 
<« tion, to thoſe envenomed reptiles 
te that prey on the tender bloſſom. 
And they ſaid, an innocent, inge- 
' <. nuous, and beneficent mind, reſem- 
e bled a fertile valley, ſmiling with 
« fragrant flowers, watered with me- 
e andering ſtreams, and refreſhed 
« with the dews of heaven. But alas! 
* what was wiſdom to a diſtempered 
| 55 et 
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Spirit? In all their ſage doctrine, 


 xiety, or aſſuage the increaſing pains 


n 1 — w >; : p * | 
P'S, FAG * we Fa - — * 2 — ** . 
_ ; 4 n = — 
— "> — = It 
ub J «+ >. > 4 þ © - . . — 4 — . 
= - = * 1 
* 
n 


_ «+ helpleſs ſtate of my parent for ever 
_ < haunted my afflicted fancy. I ſunk 
_ « under the preſſure of ſorrow, and 


« followed his courſe ; but alas! in 
- 6. Vain.“ 


i 


<« they had no medicine to cure an- 


« pf my heart. The ſuffermgs and 


e wiſhed for death to relieve me. 
* Lycox, the conſtant friend of ay 
« youth, endeavoured to raiſe ay 
deſponding ſpirit, and to inſpire me 
* with magnanimity. He counſelled 
© me to viſit Samos, and offered to 
4 accompany me in my voyage. 1 


« Not in vain,” cried ALTHEA, 
9 on his neck, burſting 1 into tears, 
W 
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and embracing him. O my ſon! 
% may heaven, that reſtores thee to 
« be the comfort of thine aged pa- 
rent, preſerve thee, and reward 
thy virtue. My fon, my fon! 
„ thy mother, whom thou haſt pj- 


« ouſly ſought and lamented, dlaſps 


e thee to her boſom, and gives thee 
6 the bleſſing of her heart. But we 
<« are beſet with many perils. The 
e enemies of thy father purſue thee. 
« And let them purſue,” ſaid Ex an- 
DER, et them burn with unhaHow- 
ed fury; mine arm ſhall prote&t 
« thee from inſult: who hath injured 
* or oppreſſed thee ?” *The Gods,“ 
anſwered ALTA, © have pitied and 
* preſerved me. I miniſtered in their 

« ſanctuary, 
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« ſanctuary, and they have granted 
peace to their ſervant.” | 


Mean time Cl ROH was advancing 
towards them. He knew not the per- 
ſon of EAN DER, whom he had ne- 
ver ſeen; but had been informed of 
EukvALE's relapſe, © Again, he 
cried, © this inſidious caitiff hath 
« practiſed ſucceſsful guile. Again 
* my child—but ſhe is no child of 
„ mine. I will tear her from my bo- 
ſom. Rank weed ! faithleſs and 
abandoned to the deceiver. Arch 
&« deceiver! he now glories in my 


.C 


“ ſhame! triumphs in his revenge 
% And ſhall the race of Aleixus 
« triumph? triumph in the diſho- 

| „ nour 


rr @& 
* nour of C.zow! By heaven it 
“ thall not be. This good ſteel ſhall 
* reck with his blood, as it reeked 
e with the blood of his father.” So 
ſaying, he flung through the grove. 


The ſoul of Evanpzs was in a 
flame. But the prieſteſs, with ſo- 
lemn entreaty, appeaſed his awakened 
anger. Beware,” ſhe ſaid, „be- 
« ware of impetuous paſſion. Defile 
e not thy ſoul with blood. He is 
60 thy ſovereign; an old man miſled 
« by prejudice ; the father of the 
4 maid thou loveſt. “ Hapleſs Eu- 
« RYALE,” ſaid ExANx DER. Where 
“ wanders the afflicted maid ? Who 
i will comfort and protect her?“ 

« That 
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« That office ſhall be mine,” anſwer: 
ed ALTaza; for much it concerns 
« us to compoſe her diſorder, and 
<< to appeaſe the wrath of her father. 
* Mean time, my ſon, retire into the 
&« temple, and implore the divine 
4 protection. My fareboding heart 
« foreſees ſome ſudden change in our 
« lot. Circumſtances are faſt con- 
4 curring, and important will be the 
* conſequence. Now is the time for 


- & prudence and deliberate conduct. 


Let no violent paſſion preſide in 
thy ſoul. Let not reſentment over- 
power thy reaſon. Convinced by 
« recent experience of the divine ſu- 
4 perintendance, refrain from out- 
rage, and commit thy cauſe to the 

| « Gods.” 


4 Wai &@ 
« Gods.” Having thus ſpoken, ſhe 
departed, 


But Lycon, the aſſociate of Evan 
DER, entertained ſentiments of a dif- 
ferent complexion. Of an intrepid, 
diſintereſted ſpirit, he was zealous in 
his attachments, and keen in his 
reſentment; poſſeſſing lively ſenſations 
of injury, with ſome pregnant ſeeds 
of ambition. The ungoverned de- 
portment of Ci RO and the intem- 
perance of his reproach, irritated his 
anger. He ſaw him unattended, and 
in the power of EAR. His ima» 
gination, fired with this idea, purſued 
its conſequences through the different 
events of his friend's avenging him - 
| ſelf 


| 
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elf by the death of the king, of his 

marriage with the princeſs, and his ele- 
vati n to the throne. Thus ani mated, 
he reſolved to enflame his ſoul with 
_ reſentment ; but having witneſſed the 
ſolemn charge of the prieſteſs, he con- 
ducted his deſign with caution. He 
| ſpoke in obſcure - and ambiguous 
terms; he repreſented Cl EON fierce 
and inexorable, furiouſly vindictive, 
and unreaſonably incenſed : he then 
hinted reproach againſt thoſe feeble 
forgiving ſpirits who ſubmit tamely 
to oppreſlion, and ſeem incapable of 
manly reſentment. He obſerved, that 
when Opportunity ſmiled, her ſmiles 
were not to be neglected; once ne- 
glected, they could never be regained. 


« I read 


1 read thy purpoſe, Evan- 
DER 3 I read it in thy fiery eye and 
« impaſſioned geſture. I ſcan the 
« ſtudied and myſterious difficulty of 
thy words. I deem thee my friend. 
« T have proved thee in adverſity. 
« Thou haſt ſympathized with my 
« ſorrows. Thou haft accompanied 
and ſuccoured me in every peril. 
« O then be careful of my fame, be 
tender of my boſon!'s repoſe. Per- 
te plexed with various ſuggeſtions, I 
feel my reaſon embarraſſed. Now 
« the counſels of a friend have power. 
My foul is in thy hands. I adjure 
« thee, therefore, by our friendſhip, 
at incite me to no unſeemly proceed- 
ing, to no deed prejudicial to my 

| peace. 


{ 
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+. peace, Te is my for, my invete; 
rate vindictive foe; he purfues my 
life, he calumniates my unſullied 
fame: occafion frmles, and wooes 
« me to the deed What deed ? to 
« defile my hands with the blood 
of an old man! To ſtrew his ve- | 
1 nerable locks in the duſt | He too 
« an anointed ſovereign ! The father 
< of anumerous people ! and of Eu. 
« Avr! of her whom my foul 
« adores! Away! away! it were a 
4 barbarous deed ! Mankind would 
« abhor me. I ſhould abhor myſelf !” 


„ And is this,” anſwered Lycox 
with diſdain, is this thy vaunted 
0 boldneſs ? Is this thine undaunted 

| man- 
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* manhood ? To ſigh, and ſay, How 
* pitiful it is! Was that old man 
moved with pity, when like a ty- 
« ger of the deſart, he tore thy fa- 
e ther's bowels? expoſed his mang- 
« led body to the fowls of heaven"! 
« ſtained his hands in the blood of 
« thy brethren! and compelled the 
« widowed ALTHEa, indigent and 
« forlorn, to forſake the land of her 
<« fathers ?” 


Pzleneſs ſuffuſed the cheek of 
Evaxp ER; he trembled in every 
limb. © Go, feeble boy“ continued 
the CRzTAN, “ for I will ſpeak un- 
e reſerved from the feelings of my 
«« yexed,. indignant heart; vexed to 

| « ſee 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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« ſee the man I choſe for my friend 


« inſulted, injured, and reviled; arid 
« with tame ſubmiſſion revere the 


« chaſtening rod. Go, crave. for- 


cc giveneſs of that mighty monarch 5 | 


« confeſs thyſelf a traitor ; bare thy 
« breaſt, and bid him lift his unre- 
« lenting arm and ſmite thee to the 
heart, even as he ſmote thy father. 
« Thou haſt a woman's ſoul.” 


« My venerable, injured, ſlaugh- 
«' tered father !“ ſaid Evanvpex : 
« was my ſoul forgetful of thy 
« wrongs? Forgive thine unworthy 
« ſon. The hoary tyrant lives ! he 
« glories in his crimes ! But his 

25 46 glory 


Ar En 
« plory ſhall be tranſient ! Thine in- 
« juries ſhall be revenged.” 


«There ſpoke the ſon of Arci- 
« Nus,“ ſaid Lycon. Go, gal- 
« lant youth, revenge thy wrongs ! 
give peace to the troubled ghoſt 
« of thy father; plunge thy ſteel in 
« the tyrant's breaſt ; give his aſhes 
* to the winds, and his bones to the 
bleaching rains; let his ſpirit wail 
« by the gloomy Cocytus, and reap 
« the fruits of thy manhood.” 


EvanDER pauſed, heſitated, ſighed: 

O at this diſtracting moment the 
« arrow of death were welcome! 
The earth trembled! All nature 
E 2 « ſeems 


{ 
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2 Ahaſt ! Heaven, ſend thy 
"0 lightning! O pierce my anflicted 
« boſom! Deliver me from this an- 
« xjety. O Lxcox! Lycoy! what 
« a tumult thou haſt ſtirred in my 
& ſoul! If thou haſt prompted me 
& to a deed of deſtruction, vengeance 
& will qyertake, thee. To retaliate 
and revenge the wrongs of my fa- 
« ther, that is the cauſe ! Bear wit- 
« neſs, heaven and earth, that is the 
« cauſe. And will my father rejoice ? 
« Shall I thus recal life to his ſcat- 
& tered aſhes, and reinſtate him in 
his former ſplendor ? Or is he 
miſcrable unavenged ? Is this the 
& happineſs of ELys1um ? Is this the 


.-... lot of the virtuous who fall by the 


4 « ſhafts 


A TA EE 6 
« ſhafts of envy? It cannot be. If 
<« there is independence in virtue, if 
there is Juſtice in heavers, it cannot 
e He. But that there is independence 
« jn virtue; I am aſſured; for 1 fell 
it. That thete is juſtice in heaven, 
« ary <ofvinced; for I conceive it: 
« and can mortals conceive what Om- 
% nipotenee cannot execute? Free 
« from corporeal infirmi es, puri- 
« fied from earthly deſires, ſuperior 
« to the craft of malice, the ſpirits 
« of the bleſſed regard imuſtice with 
« pity, Iricapable of being injured, 
they feel no reſentment; for re- 
« ſentment ariſes from pain, and pain 
« implies imbecillity. But perhaps 
my own ſufferings require repara- 

| E, 3 N tion. 
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„ tion. And what are my ſufferings? 
Free from - remorſe, free from am- 
* bition, conſcious of my integrity, 
« rejoicing in the peace of ALTHEa, 
convinced of the ſupreme felicity 
of Alcrxus, I confide in the Gods, 
* who have hitherto preſerved me. 
« I feel my independence, I feel a 
«* counſellor in my boſom, that bids 
« me ſcorn reſentment, and trample 
tt on revenge. CI RO cannot injure 


% my repoſe. Unhappy Curzon! 
his heart boils with reſentment, and 
is ſhaken with the dread of merited 
« puniſhment. Miſled by falſe opi- 
* nions of glory, he is caſt down 
“with imagined diſgrace. He taſtes 
t no enjoyment in life; and his high 
5 ( ſtation 
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« ſtation embitters his anguiſh. Un- 
happy CTO! would to heaven I 
* could relieve thee !? “ | 
At that inſtant CIO ruſhed ſud- 
denly paſt them, not perceiving him- 
ſelf obſerved. With a look wild and 
frantic, his eye flaſhed with unhal- 
lowed fire; transfixed with diſtraction, 
and graſping his ſword in his right-hand, 
he ſtops; pauſes; points the gleam- 

ing ſteel to his breaſt : « Ye Gods,” 
he cries, © ye partial Gods, ye com- 
« pel me to this deed of deſtrufion.” 
« Arreſt thy hand,” cried EvAxDER, 


advancing haſtily ; < forego thine un- 

« righteous purpoſe ; arraign not the 

« juſtice of heaven.” © Unlicenſed 
E 4  * R- 


| 
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<«. youth,” anſwered Cx, ſtarting 
with wild amazement, · intrude-not.” 
But Evanpes, with a reſpectful de- 
meanor, laying hold on his right- 
hand, beſought him: Have mercy 
c on thy ſoul ! it is a deed thou 
* eanſt never retrieve ; abhorted by 
«© mortals and immortals. It grieves 
e me to behold thy deſpair. Would 
© to heaven I could conſole thee! 
4. O have mercy. on thy ſoul, and 
« abſtain from thy horrid intention !” 


Cx xo, moved with his earneſt and 
unfeigned compaſſion, replied, * Tho? 
a ſtranger, thou pitieſt me ! Were 1 
only pitied where I ought to he re- 
«+ ſpected, I wete not dtiven to this 

| « excels. 


lr as 


e exde. Away, young man, I can 
4 bear n ore ! O hat this afflic- 
ted heart hath [ſuffered ! I am 
<« tifed of life: it hath become un- 
„ ſapportable. Death. will relieve 
me: the grave will: afford me re- 
<< pole." Toi 


Who told thee ſo?“ ſaid Evan- 
«from that awful bourn, hath ad- 
<<. miniſterod peace to thy trembling 
<« heart, and bid thee fear no dan- 
ec ger? Prove that thy ſufferings 
i are too ſevere to be capable of in- 
« creaſe; prove that no poſſible | 
« change in thy condition can aggta- 
vate thine affliction; then urge 

« thine 


f 
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«thine excuſe. But thou canſt not. 

Even in thy preſent ſtate, added 
c to thine actual miſery, torments 
«tearing the delicate texture of thy 
<. veins, loathſome diſtemper, cap- 
«tivity, and thraldom, might have 
e overwhelmed thee. Plunge not, 
c therefore, into another ſtate of ex- 
e 1ſtence, till thou haſt proved all 
<« the ills of the preſent : fly not for 
refuge to a tremendous uncertain- 
ty; worſe things may befal thee. 
Who would not blame the mari- 
ner, if overtaken by a ſtorm in the 
« wide ocean, he ſteered his veſſel 
« to an unknown ſhore; expoſing 


ee his valuable cargo to be ſhipwreck- 
4 ed on rocks and hidden ſhelves, 
“rather 
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rather than perſevere with ſteadineſs; 
“ and, by exerting his ſkill, elude 
or withſtand the tempeſt? Exert 
« thy fortitude; pour the balm of 
<< patience on thy bruiſed ſpirit. For- 
e titude and patience were given thee 
« for the day of danger: uſeleſs elſe ; 
« uſcleſs in the paths of peace and 
e ſecurity. Forgive me, royal ſtran- 
ger, if my arguments ſeem offen- 
« five, Forgive me, if zeal to pre- 
<« ſerve thine old age from ruin, ani- 
mate my ſpeech with unbecoming 
freedom. Know that the miſeries 
« of mankind often flow from an 
internal origin, from the habits 
t and diſpoſitions of the mind. For 
if our hearts are vitiated by evil 

« paſſions, 


| . 
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4 paſſiont, and out reaſon” blinded 
by falſe opinion, we foſter in our 


S beeaſts the principles of diſconterit 
and deſpondency. If we conceive 
<< illicit deſires, if we purſue unat- 
<-tainable enjoyments, and are af- 
e flicted with imaginary ſufferings, 
Ave become moroſe, anxious, and 
</deſpbndent z for anxiety begets de- 
. ſpair. We cheriſh a wayward, 
<«- gloomy, and unſocial humour. 
“ Our taſte for happineſs becomes 
< extinct. Hideous ſpectres ariſe, 
„ haunting, menacing, and purſuing 
us. For Imagination, the hireling 
ef Opinion, conjures legions of in- 
«<-fernal ſhapes, clothes them with 
<« terrot, and pours them unrelent- 


ing 
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* ing on our trembling dejedted thi- 
« rits. Imagination exaſperates the 
.< ſenſe of pain, exaggerates offence, 
"MN and gives negligence or inattention 
the ſemblance of determined ma- 
« lice. Caſting a cloud over the fair 
face of nature, blotting the ſun 
<« from the firmament, and letting 
&* looſe the demons of dark diſorder, 
4 ſhe terrifies and afflifts us. Thus 
« we carry the diſeaſe in our boſoms. 
“No change of condition relieves us; 
nor fortune, nor power, nor pre- 
e eminence. Let us fly to the re- 
i moteſt corners of the world, and 
< breathe the air of a thouſand re- 
<« gions, the fury purſues us, frowns 
on our hopes, and blafts our en- 
« joyments. - 


9 
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% joyments. But we expect deliver- 
2 ance in the grave. Vain, fallaci- 
« ous expectation! We lay aſide 
4 the clayey veſture, but anxiety 
« cleaves to the ſoul, Our bodies 
« moulder, and. are ſoon conſumed, 
« but the ſpirit remains unaltered ; 
e our paſſions continue vehement; 
« our deſires unallayed; our habits 
« adhere tenacious, tenacious as the 
« envenomed robe of the Centaur 
« adhered to the limbs of Arcipss. 
« Objects may be changed, and even 
©« the mode of our exiſtence varied; 
« but the. faſhion and character of 
« the mind will continue permanent 
e and immutable. Fair is this world, 
« arrayed with USt and adorned with 

« beauty; 
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4 beauty; abounding in pleaſures, 
« and yielding enjoyment to every 
natural deſire: but if thy ſoul pines 
amid this variety, and ſcorns the 
“ profered bleſſings, incapable through 
« diſcontent of enjoying them, an- 
« xiety will purſue thee to the grave, 
vill diſturb thy repoſe, will haunt 
« thee even in Elyſium, and in the 
« bowers of bliſs will ſting thy ſoul 
« with anguiſh, Thou wilt fly from 
« light to the glooms and horrors of 
« Tartarean darkneſs, to wail and 
« howl with malignant ſpirits, and 
« curſe thy deplorable being. O ex- 
« amine thy heart! ſummon thine 
« opinions before the tribunal of rea- 
« ſon; nor let imagination agoravate 

« the 


{ 
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e che ovils incigent to thy condition. 


Stay yet a little while, and heaven 


. af its awn accord will relieve the: : 
4 heaven will ſend the meſſenger of 


death to lay thy gray hairs peace- 
« ful and reſpected in the grave. 
<« Thus thy memory ſhall be revered: 
men will fay, He ſuſtained adver- 
«ſity with reſolution ; he maintained 
« the dignity of his nature; and 
„death, coming at the appointed 
« time, found his mind unimpaired 
« and undaunted. O have mercy on 
« thy foul! the hour is faſt on the 
« wing, when all that breathe, all 
* that are troubled and afflicted ſhall 


<« enjoy repoſe.” 


CLEON 
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CLzow pauſed in ſilent amazement ; 
he ſighed heavily ; he ſhed ſome tears ; 
he ſeemed like one ariſing from ſome 
Indeous phantaſma, who having con- 
tended all the dreary night with dif- 
mal ſhapes, and monſtrous purſu- 
ing viſions, awakens anxious, trem- 
bling, and oppreſſed. I live,” ſaid 
he, heſitating and diſordered ; 4 I 
« breathe! and the gracious light 
e beams around me! Eternal hea- 
<« vens! Had I accompliſhed my hor- 
<« rid purpoſe, ere now I had not 
ee been! I had not breathed | nor 
« beheld this gracious light. The 
« earth had imbibed my blood! and 
« the ſun viewed my gored carcaſe 
< with horror! Poor, aged body! 

F « did 


{ 
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« did I mean to deſtroy thee? To 
« expoſe thee mangled and unſeem- 
« ly? To have diſembodied my liv- 
“ ing ſpirit ! To have expelled her 
« violently from her manſion, to 
« wander naked, deſolate, and for- 
« Jorn! wailing to the dreary winds ! 
« howling with the demons of de- 
« ſpair! But heaven interpoſed in 
« my favour, and commiſſioned my 
* better genius to reſcue and pre- 
« ſerve me. . Generous ſtranger ! 
«thy wiſdom hath upheld me; and 
thy compaſſion hath infuſed com- 
« fort into my ſoul.” 


Mean time, Lycon having over- 
heard their diſcourſe, and apprehend- 
255 I ing 


a 
ing that the fortune of his friend 
depended on his happy uſe of the 
preſent moment, haſtened to take 
advantage of Cr kox's overflowing 
affection, and declared the quality of 
EvAx DER. CLRO Y was aſtoniſhed. 
« Whoever you are,” ſaid he, « your 
« greeting is inexpreſſibly cruel. 
« The ſon of ALcinus! *Tis falſe! 
« —Goto, I'm a poor old man; my 
« ſoul hath been ſorely afflicted, 
« and hardly am I recovered from 
« very painful contention. *Tts 
« barbarous to inſult me, and 
“ open the wounds of my heart. 
« The ſon of ALctnvs would have 
4 ſlain me! he would have ſatiated 
< his deep revenge; he would have 

| F 2 « aided 
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« aided the deſtroying ſteel ; he 
« would have exuked in mine 


« utter ruin. But with an affection 
hach preſerved me. Rude firan- 
« ger! my foul was returning to 
T repoſe, and it was cruet to renew 


mine anguiſh.” 


% Nay, more to convince thee,” 
replied the CRETAx, © that thy 
«* judgment hath been prejudiced | 
« and miſled, recognize in the ve- 
« nerable priefteſs, who hath pre- 
«<. ſerved and protected thy daughter, 
* xus.” « Young man,” exclaimed 
the king, tuming: ta Evas, I 

3 ; e adjure 


Ain 
* achure thee by omniſcient heaven 
6 deliver me from this embarraſſ- 
« ment.” FranDa: with a firm 
undaunted aſpect, replied, << What 
heaven may have determined con- 
« cerning the race of Arcus, or 
« what may be the iffue of this 
« eventful day, I cannot divine; 
« but be aſſured, that neither the 
« ſplendor of royalty, nor wealth, 
nor dominion, nor the pleaſures, 
«* if ſuch there are, of gratified 
„ vengeance, could ever ſeduce me 
to pollute my hands with thy 
blood. The fon of Alcixus is 
« in thy preſence; but he neither 
« deſerves, nor dreads, nor depre- 
« cates thy reſentment.” 


F 3 „ What 
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What then am I?” ſaid the 
king, feeling the inferiority. of his 
own vindictive nature, compared 
with the magnanimity of his ima- . 
gined foe. If,“ continued he, 1 I 
« thy attachment to Evxyals is 
« not looſened by the intempe- 
« rate rage of her father, thou 
« ſhalt receive her from my 
« hand: due honour ſhall be paid 
“ to the memory of ALcinus : thou 
ſhalt be reſtored to the inheritance 
« of . thine anceſtors; and when 
„ my gray hairs ſhall be laid in 
« the duſt, with EuxYALE thou 
6 ſhalt aſcend my throne,” 


= 
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Eaux, expreſſing reſpectful 
gratitude, bent his knee to the 
ground. EuxvarE at that, inſtant, 


A TALE, 


tigue, , leaning. on the prieſteſs, ap- 
proached them. Secing the humble 
poſture of Evanpzs, terrified ſhe 
exclaimed, © I am the offender ; 3 
e ſpare him, my father, he hath not 
“ merited thy reſentment.” “ Q 
my child,“ anſwered CI Ro., * he 
« hath merited my grateful eſteem. 
„Put away thy ſorrows; be for 
* ever united to this gallant youth; 
« thy father conſents ; he joins your 
“ hands; nature hath joined your 
“ hearts. Weep not, my child; 
but they are tears of gladneſs. O 

«happy 


Ms 
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« happy Arrnza! happy in thy 
* magnanimous fon ! He hath at- 
« chieved a more glorious conqueſt 
& than though be had vanquiſhed a 
ee bannered hoſt. My life was in 
e his hands; the gates of death were 

« opened; he © interpoſed | between 
« my ſoul and deſtruction, and hath ' 
0 ſubdued the reſentment and inve- 
be terate rancour of my heart. Like 
*' me, had he yielded to revenge, 
& and to injury oppoſed reſentment, 
ce direful had been the conſequence : 
« this conſecrated grove had been 
& polluted with bloodſhed, and theſe 
-« ſhores had reſounded with ſorrow. 


« May heaven, O my children, for 
« ever cheriſh and protect you!“ 
The 


4 TAL E. 89 
The joy of EuxvALER was rapturous; 
and AlrHERA expreſſed pious grati- 
tude to the Gods. The nuptial ce- 
remony, with ſacrifice of thankſgiv- 
ing, was performed at the holy altar. 
The prieſteſs, with her children, re- 
paired to Samos, where, after ſtaying 
a ſpace, ſhe returned to her ſacred 
miniſtry. The friendſhip of Lycon 
was generouſly rewarded. And Eu- 
RYAE, with EvanDtxR, reſorted fre- 
quently to IcaRIA, to receive the 
bleſſing of their parent, and offer 
pblations in the temple. 
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